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Remarks 

Claims 1-27 are pending in the above-captioned application. In the Office 
Action, a restriction/election requirement has been made under 35 U.S.C. § 121, 
requiring Applicants to restrict the application to (or elect) one of the following 
species of the claimed invention: 



Species 


Figures/Descri ption 


Species a 


Figs. 1-8 and clamp of Fig. 9 


Species b 


Figs. 1-8 and clamp of Fig. 10 


Species c 


Figs. 11 and 12 and clamp of Fig. 13 


Species d 


Figs. 11 and 12 and clamp of Fig. 14 


Species e 


Figs. 11 and 12 and clamp of Fig. 15 



Applicants provisionally elects Species a, to which claims 1-20 and 24-27 are 
directed. Accordingly, claims 21-23 are hereby withdrawn. This election is made 
without prejudice and the understanding that Applicant will have the right to 
pursue divisional applications on the non-elected inventions. 

It is believed that claims 1-16 and 24-27 are generic to all listed species. 

It should be noted that the specification contemplates that the variable clamp 
devices may be interchangeable with the different connector devices. 
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An action on the merits is awaited. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
Fitch, Even, Tabin & Flannery 



Dated: October 7, 2005 




Brian S. ClisV 
Registration No. 47,497 
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